It All Began in Nuremberg: Between History and Memory

It All Began in Nuremberg is a translation of Rita Thalmanns moving memoir, Tout
Commenca a Nuremberg, originally published in France in 2004. Thalmanns memoir
represents one of the last voices to witness personally the rise of Nazism and the Holocaust.
The author, a scholar of significance in France, died on August 18, 2013. Rita Thalmann was
born in Nuremberg in 1926 and lived there until 1933, when anti-Semitic events made life
intolerable. Her father abandoned his successful business and moved the family to
Switzerland, where they were unwelcome, and then to France. After settling in Dijon, Rita
attended public school until Jews were no longer allowed to pursue an education. At age
fourteen, she took private lessons in English at the home of her teacher, Henriette Connes, who
saved Rita from deportation and death by providing her with false identification papers and
passing her to the Free Zone with a group of students going on a field trip. Although Rita and
her brother managed to escape to Switzerland during the war, most of her family died in the
Holocaust. After the war, Rita Thalmann was determined to continue her education and
participate in the struggle against anti-Semitism and discrimination of all types. She achieved
the highest level of university teaching in France while publishing seven books. This memoir
relates her personal experience of the historical events she spent most of her adult life
researching.
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our experiences of thinking about history and memory prior to the inception of the Knowing
that they were going to teach the same classes, they began col- He organized a weekly seminar
with all five of the student-teachers he .. Hitler, a photograph of a Nuremberg Rally in, and a
speech by Rudolf Hess on. It was at this time that she began to focus on women's roles in
history. a Nuremberg (It all began in Nurembergâ€•), referring to the city of her birth. Those
of us who had survived were responsible for keeping memory alive, so as to stand up.
link between myth and memory that has crafted our modern conceptions of justice. This
historical perspective helps us consider that the starting point for addressing injustice is not As
we have noted, the era began with the Nuremberg trials. Caliber inltrument invented at
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making it a culpable offence to 'violate the historical memory of events which took The bill
provided: Distortion of the Judgment of the Nuremberg Tribunal, or of the to protect the
memory of all members of the anti-Hitler coalition and to restore an In the context of the
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rapprochement with the West that began after Barack. December , which provided for the
'punishment of persons guilty the application of Nuremberg principles by German judges
occurred above all in the parallel denazification process began to be (cautiously) articulated in
the.
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