The Princess and the Goblin

The Princess and the Goblinby George MacdonaldThere was once a little princess whose
father was king over a great country full of mountains and valleys. His palace was built upon
one of the mountains, and was very grand and beautiful. The princess, whose name was Irene,
was born there, but she was sent soon after her birth, because her mother was not very strong,
to be brought up by country people in a large house, half castle, half farmhouse, on the side of
another mountain, about half-way between its base and its peak.The princess was a sweet little
creature, and at the time my story begins was about eight years old, I think, but she got older
very fast. Her face was fair and pretty, with eyes like two bits of night sky, each with a star
dissolved in the blue. Those eyes you would have thought must have known they came from
there, so often were they turned up in that direction. The ceiling of her nursery was blue, with
stars in it, as like the sky as they could make it. But I doubt if ever she saw the real sky with
the stars in it, for a reason which I had better mention at once.These mountains were full of
hollow places underneath; huge caverns, and winding ways, some with water running through
them, and some shining with all colours of the rainbow when a light was taken in. There
would not have been much known about them, had there not been mines there, great deep pits,
with long galleries and passages running off from them, which had been dug to get at the ore
of which the mountains were full. In the course of digging, the miners came upon many of
these natural caverns. A few of them had far-off openings out on the side of a mountain, or
into a ravine.Â Eight-year-old Princess Irene lives a lonely life in a castle in a wild, desolate,
mountainous kingdom, with only her nursemaid Lootie for company. Her father the king is
normally absent, and her mother is dead. Unknown to her, the nearby mines are inhabited by a
race of goblins, long banished from the kingdom and now anxious to take revenge on their
human neighbors. One rainy day, the princess explores the castle and discovers a beautiful,
mysterious lady, who identifies herself as Irenes namesake and great-great-grandmother. The
next day, Princess Irene persuades her nursemaid to take her outside. After dark they are
chased by goblins and rescued by the young miner Curdie, whom Irene befriends. At work
with the rest of the miners, Curdie overhears the goblins talking, and their conversation reveals
to Curdie the secret weakness of goblin anatomy: they have very soft, vulnerable feet. Curdie
sneaks into the Great Hall of the goblin palace to eavesdrop on their general meeting, and
hears that the goblins intend to flood the mine if a certain other part of their plan should fail.
He later conveys this news to his father. In the palace, Princess Irene injures her hand, which
her great-great-grandmother heals. A week later Irene is about to see her
great-great-grandmother again, but is frightened by a long-legged cat and escapes up the
mountain; whereupon the light from her great-great-grandmothers tower leads her home,
where her great-great-grandmother gives Irene a ring attached to a thread invisible except to
herself, which thereafter connects her constantly to home. A very enjoyable childrens book.
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successful and beloved of Victorian fairy tales, George Macdonald's The Princess and the
Goblin tells the story of young Princess. One night, Princess Irene becomes lost in the woods
and is attacked by goblins. Luckily, a young miner boy, Curdie, finds her and rescues her. The
Princess and the Goblin has ratings and reviews. Princess Irene's discovery of a secret stair
leads to a wonderful revelation. At the sa.
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